
Charles Darwin's Barnacle and David Bowie's
Spider: A Tale of Two Species and Their
Influence on Science and Art
In the annals of science and art, there are countless stories of artists and
scientists who have drawn inspiration from the natural world. Two such
stories are those of Charles Darwin and David Bowie. Darwin's study of
barnacles led to his groundbreaking theory of evolution by natural
selection, while Bowie's fascination with spiders inspired some of his most
iconic songs and performances.
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Darwin's Barnacles

Charles Darwin was a young naturalist when he set out on the HMS Beagle
in 1831. During his five-year voyage, Darwin collected thousands of
specimens, including barnacles. At the time, barnacles were considered to
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be simple creatures, but Darwin's close observation revealed a surprising
level of complexity.

Darwin discovered that barnacles have a complex life cycle, with two
distinct larval stages. He also found that barnacles exhibit a wide range of
variation, even within the same species. This variation, Darwin realized,
could be explained by natural selection. In other words, the barnacles that
were best adapted to their environment were more likely to survive and
reproduce, passing on their advantageous traits to their offspring.

Darwin's study of barnacles was a major breakthrough in the field of
biology. It helped to lay the foundation for his theory of evolution by natural
selection, which is one of the most important and influential scientific
theories of all time.

Bowie's Spiders

David Bowie was a British singer, songwriter, and actor who is widely
considered to be one of the most influential musicians of all time. Bowie
was known for his innovative and experimental music, as well as his
flamboyant and androgynous stage persona.

One of Bowie's most enduring fascinations was with spiders. He wrote
songs about spiders, he wore spider costumes onstage, and he even had a
pet spider named Ziggy.

Bowie's fascination with spiders was more than just a passing interest. He
saw spiders as symbols of creativity and transformation. In an interview, he
said, "Spiders are very creative. They spin their own webs, and they're very
good at it. I think there's something very inspiring about that." According to



biographer Marc Spitz in his book "Bowie - A Biography," Bowie saw in the
spider the transformative power of art-its ability to take something ordinary
and transform it into something extraordinary.

Bowie's fascination with spiders led to some of his most iconic songs and
performances. His song "The Spiders from Mars" is a classic example of
his glam rock sound, and his performance of the song on the BBC TV show
"Top of the Pops" is still considered to be one of the most iconic moments
in rock and roll history.

Inspiration from Nature

The stories of Charles Darwin and David Bowie are just two examples of
how artists and scientists have drawn inspiration from the natural world.
Nature is a vast and complex tapestry of life, and it is full of wonder and
inspiration.

Whether you are a scientist, an artist, or simply someone who loves the
natural world, I encourage you to look closely at the world around you. You
never know what you might discover.

Charles Darwin's study of barnacles and David Bowie's fascination with
spiders are two examples of how the natural world can inspire great works
of science and art. These stories are a reminder that nature is a source of
endless wonder and inspiration. So get outside and explore the natural
world around you. You never know what you might find.
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