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This book explores the complex and often contested process of religious
conversion in early America. Drawing on a wide range of sources, from
Jesuit missionary accounts to Native American oral histories, the book
examines the ways in which Europeans and Indians sought to convert each
other to their respective faiths.

The Jesuit Missions

The Jesuit missionaries were the first Europeans to establish permanent
settlements in North America. They arrived in the early 17th century and
quickly began to work to convert the Native Americans to Christianity.

The Jesuits were successful in converting some Native Americans, but they
also faced significant resistance. Many Native Americans were reluctant to
give up their traditional beliefs, and they often saw Christianity as a threat
to their way of life.

The Protestant Missions

The Protestant missionaries arrived in North America in the mid-17th
century. They were less successful than the Jesuits in converting Native
Americans, but they did have some success among the English colonists.

The Protestant missionaries often criticized the Jesuits' methods, and they
argued that Native Americans should be converted through persuasion
rather than coercion.

Native American Responses
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Native Americans responded to the attempts to convert them to Christianity
in a variety of ways. Some Native Americans converted to Christianity,
while others resisted these efforts and maintained their traditional beliefs.

Those Native Americans who did convert to Christianity often blended their
new faith with their traditional beliefs. This process of syncretism resulted in
the creation of new religious traditions that were unique to Native
Americans.

The Legacy of Colonial Conversions

The process of religious conversion in colonial North America had a lasting
impact on the region. The conversion of Native Americans to Christianity
led to the establishment of new churches and the development of new
religious traditions.

The legacy of colonial conversions can still be seen today in the religious
diversity of North America. The United States is home to a wide variety of
Christian denominations, and many Native American tribes continue to
practice their traditional religions.

Colonial Conversions in French and Indian North America is a valuable
contribution to the study of early American history. The book provides a
comprehensive overview of the complex and often contested process of
religious conversion in the region.

The book is well-written and well-researched. It is a must-read for anyone
interested in the history of religion in North America.
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