
The Basis of Morality: Uncover the Bedrock of
Ethical Reasoning

In the realm of human affairs, morality stands as an enigmatic beacon,
guiding our actions and shaping our societies. Yet, despite its profound
influence, the basis of morality remains shrouded in mystery. In 'The Basis
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of Morality,' a seminal work published in 1946, renowned philosopher and
social reformer Mortimer J. Adler delves into the depths of this enduring
enigma, illuminating the fundamental principles that govern ethical
reasoning.

Morality as a Universal Human Concern

Adler begins by asserting that morality is an intrinsic part of human
existence, transcending geographical boundaries and cultural differences.
He argues that all societies, regardless of their level of development or
sophistication, grapple with questions of right and wrong. This universality
of morality suggests an innate human capacity for ethical judgment, a
capacity that manifests in diverse and nuanced ways across cultures.
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The Nature of Good and Evil

At the core of morality lies the distinction between good and evil. Adler
explores this dichotomy, examining the various theories that have
attempted to define these fundamental concepts. He rejects the notion that
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good and evil are mere subjective preferences, arguing instead that they
are objective qualities that exist independently of our individual perceptions.

Adler posits that good is that which promotes human flourishing, while evil
is that which hinders it. He emphasizes the importance of reason in
discerning what is good and what is evil, cautioning against relying solely
on emotions or personal biases.

The Role of Reason and Emotion

Adler acknowledges the complex interplay between reason and emotion in
moral decision-making. While reason provides the logical framework for
ethical reasoning, emotions often play a significant role in shaping our
moral intuitions. Adler argues that the ideal moral agent is one who can
strike a balance between these two forces, allowing reason to guide their
actions while acknowledging the role of emotions in providing moral
motivation.

The Elusive Quest for Moral Truths

One of the most profound questions in philosophy is whether there exist
universal moral truths that apply to all human beings. Adler grapples with
this question, examining the arguments for and against moral relativism. He
ultimately concludes that while complete moral relativism is untenable,
there are certain fundamental moral principles that are shared by all
societies.

Adler identifies these universal moral truths as the principles of rationality,
justice, and love. He argues that these principles are essential for the well-
being of individuals and societies and that they serve as a foundation for
ethical decision-making.



'The Basis of Morality' stands as a timeless masterpiece, providing a
comprehensive and thought-provoking exploration of the fundamental
principles that govern human conduct. Adler's lucid prose and rigorous
analysis make this book accessible to both scholars and general readers
alike.

Whether you are seeking to deepen your understanding of ethics, grapple
with the nature of good and evil, or simply expand your philosophical
horizons, 'The Basis of Morality' offers a wealth of insights and a profound
journey into the human quest for meaning and purpose.

Free Download your copy today and embark on an intellectual adventure
that will forever shape your understanding of morality and its essential role
in human existence.
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