The Deformed Nations: Why Some Societies
Can't Function

In his book Deformed Nations and Their Dysfunctioning Societies,
renowned political scientist Dr. Paul Collier examines the political,
economic, and social factors that can lead to dysfunctional societies.
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Collier argues that "deformed" nations are characterized by a combination
of weak institutions, high levels of corruption, and a lack of social cohesion.
These factors create a vicious cycle that can lead to political instability,
economic problems, and social unrest.

Collier identifies six key factors that contribute to deformed nations:

= Colonialism: Collier argues that colonialism has had a lasting
negative impact on many societies, leaving them with weak institutions
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and a lack of social cohesion.

= Natural resources: Collier argues that countries with abundant natural
resources are often more likely to be deformed, as the wealth
generated by these resources can be used to support corrupt regimes
and patronage networks.

= Weak institutions: Collier argues that weak institutions are essential
for creating a stable and functioning society. When institutions are
weak, it is difficult to enforce laws, protect property rights, and provide
basic services.

= Corruption: Collier argues that corruption is a major factor in
deformed nations. Corruption undermines trust in government and
makes it difficult for businesses to operate fairly.

= Lack of social cohesion: Collier argues that social cohesion is
essential for a functioning society. When people do not trust each other
or feel connected to their community, it is difficult to build a sustainable
society.

= Bad governance: Collier argues that bad governance is the ultimate
cause of deformed nations. Bad governance includes a lack of
accountability, a lack of transparency, and a lack of responsiveness to
the needs of citizens.

Collier's book is a valuable contribution to the study of political
development. He provides a clear and concise analysis of the factors that
can lead to dysfunctional societies, and he offers practical
recommendations for how to overcome these challenges.



Collier concludes his book by arguing that "deformed nations" can be
reformed, but it will require a sustained effort from both the government and
the people.

About the Author

Dr. Paul Collier is a professor of economics at the University of Oxford. He
is the author of several books on development economics, including The
Bottom Billion and Wars, Guns, and Votes.

Book Details

Deformed Nations and Their Dysfunctioning Societies was published by
Oxford University Press in 2018. It is available in hardcover, paperback,
and e-book formats.
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