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The American Civil War was one of the most pivotal conflicts in human
history. Fought between the Union and the Confederacy from 1861 to 1865,
the war resulted in the deaths of over 600,000 Americans and the end of
slavery in the United States.

The Legacy of the Civil War is the definitive history of this momentous
conflict. Written by Pulitzer Prize-winning author James M. McPherson, the
book provides a comprehensive and incisive analysis of the war's causes,
course, and consequences.

McPherson argues that the Civil War was a watershed event in American
history, one that fundamentally reshaped the nation's political, social, and
economic landscape. He shows how the war led to the abolition of slavery,
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the rise of industrial capitalism, and the emergence of the United States as
a global power.

The Legacy of the Civil War is a masterful work of scholarship that is
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand this pivotal chapter
in American history.

The Causes of the Civil War

The Civil War was the culmination of a long and bitter debate over the issue
of slavery. In the decades leading up to the war, the North and South had
become increasingly divided over the issue of whether slavery should be
allowed to expand into new territories.

The North was increasingly industrialized and urbanized, and its economy
was based on free labor. The South, on the other hand, was largely
agricultural, and its economy was dependent on slave labor. As the North
and South grew more different, tensions between the two regions mounted.

In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected president on a platform of opposing
the expansion of slavery. His election was seen by the South as a threat to
its way of life, and seven Southern states seceded from the Union. The
Civil War began in April 1861, when Confederate forces attacked Fort
Sumter in South Carolina.

The Course of the Civil War

The Civil War was a long and bloody conflict. The Union Army had a
significant advantage in manpower and resources, but the Confederate
Army was better led and had the advantage of fighting on its own territory.



The war was fought on land and sea, from the battlefields of Virginia to the
waters of the Mississippi River. The war was marked by a number of major
battles, including the Battle of Gettysburg, the Battle of Vicksburg, and the
Battle of Atlanta.

In 1865, the Union Army finally defeated the Confederate Army, and the
war came to an end. The Confederacy was dissolved, and slavery was
abolished.

The Consequences of the Civil War

The Civil War had a profound impact on the United States. The war
resulted in the deaths of over 600,000 Americans, and it left the nation
deeply divided.

The war also led to the abolition of slavery, the rise of industrial capitalism,
and the emergence of the United States as a global power. The war also
had a lasting impact on American politics and society, and its legacy is still
debated today.

The Legacy of the Civil War

The Legacy of the Civil War is a complex and multifaceted one. The war
was a tragedy that resulted in the deaths of hundreds of thousands of
Americans. But it also led to the abolition of slavery and the rise of the
United States as a global power.

The war also had a lasting impact on American politics and society. The
Civil War was a watershed event in American history, one that
fundamentally reshaped the nation's political, social, and economic
landscape.



The Legacy of the Civil War is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand this pivotal chapter in American history.

Reviews

“The Legacy of the Civil War is a magisterial work of scholarship that is
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand this pivotal chapter
in American history.” — James McPherson, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of
Battle Cry of Freedom

“James McPherson has written the definitive history of the American Civil
War. The Legacy of the Civil War is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand this pivotal conflict.” — David M. Kennedy, Pulitzer Prize-
winning author of The American People

“The Legacy of the Civil War is a brilliant and incisive analysis of one of the
most important events in American history. McPherson's writing is clear,
concise, and engaging, and he provides a fresh perspective on the war and
its legacy.” — Eric Foner, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Fiery Trial
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