
Understanding The Horse's Feet: Shakman's
Comprehensive Treatise
The feet are the foundation of a horse's well-being. They bear the weight of
the animal, provide traction, and allow for movement. Healthy hooves are
essential for a horse's comfort, performance, and longevity.

Unfortunately, horses' hooves are prone to a variety of problems, including
cracks, chips, abscesses, and laminitis. These conditions can cause pain,
lameness, and even disability.

Proper hoof care is essential for preventing and treating hoof problems.
This includes regular trimming and shoeing, as well as providing the horse
with a healthy diet and environment.
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The hoof is a complex structure made up of several different tissues. The
outer layer is the hoof wall, which is composed of keratin, the same protein
that makes up human hair and nails. The hoof wall protects the sensitive
inner tissues of the hoof, including the laminae, sole, and frog.
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The laminae are thin, leaf-like structures that connect the hoof wall to the
coffin bone. The sole is the weight-bearing surface of the hoof, and the frog
is a spongy tissue that helps to absorb shock.

Hoof problems can be caused by a variety of factors, including genetics,
environment, and nutrition. Some of the most common hoof problems
include:

Cracks and chips: These are breaks in the hoof wall that can be
caused by trauma, poor hoof care, or nutritional deficiencies.

Abscesses: These are infections of the soft tissues of the hoof, which
can be caused by bacteria or fungi.

Laminitis: This is a painful condition that occurs when the laminae
become inflamed and separate from the coffin bone.

The treatment for hoof problems depends on the underlying cause. Some
common treatment options include:

Trimming and shoeing: Regular trimming and shoeing can help to
prevent and correct hoof problems.

Antibiotics: Antibiotics are used to treat bacterial infections, such as
abscesses.

Anti-inflammatory medications: Anti-inflammatory medications can
be used to reduce pain and inflammation associated with laminitis.

Surgery: Surgery may be necessary to correct severe hoof problems,
such as deep cracks or fractures.



The best way to prevent hoof problems is to provide your horse with a
healthy diet, environment, and regular hoof care. Some tips for preventing
hoof problems include:

Feed your horse a balanced diet that includes plenty of hay, grain, and
fresh water.

Provide your horse with a clean, dry environment with plenty of space
to move around.

Trim your horse's hooves regularly, and have them shod if necessary.

Inspect your horse's hooves regularly for signs of problems, such as
cracks, chips, or abscesses.

By following these tips, you can help your horse enjoy a lifetime of healthy
hooves. Healthy hooves are essential for a horse's comfort, performance,
and longevity. So make hoof care a priority, and your horse will thank you
for it.
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